
Zoning Ordinance Update

Utility Scale Renewable Energy Ordinance

Live Virtual Open House - February 9, 2022, 2:00 to 3:00 p.m.

Virtual Open House ðFebruary 9 to February 16, 2022



Live Virtual Open House Agenda

I. Welcome and Introductions

II. Why create a Utility Scale Renewable Energy Ordinance?

III. Schedule

IV. Virtual Open House Tour

V. Question and answer session



Welcome and 
Introductions



Why the 
άw9hέΚ



Why renewable energy in 
Coconino County?

Å/ƻƳǇǊŜƘŜƴǎƛǾŜ tƭŀƴ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƛƻƴ ǘƻΥ άŘevelop a utility-scale 
energy ordinance to give developers more clear direction on 
the appropriate siting of utility-ǎŎŀƭŜ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎέΦ

ÅSolar & wind energy generation potential

ÅIncreased demand for renewables

ÅSupports forest restoration + public safety

ÅProjects provide a means to keep large landscapes and 
ranches intact

ÅProject applications increasing

ÅAPS decarbonization plan

ÅNavajo Generating Station closure



What types of 
facilities will the 
ordinance address?

Wind

Solar

Biomass



Purpose
A.Give County residents, leaders, staff, and developers 
ŎƭŜŀǊ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŀǇǇǊƻǇǊƛŀǘŜ ǎƛǘƛƴƎ Χ ŀƴŘ

B.Promote reliable, clean energy sources by providing 
ŎƭŜŀǊ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘǎ ǘƻ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜ Χ {ȅǎǘŜƳǎ ǘƘŀǘΥ 

ÅǇǊŜǎŜǊǾŜ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ƘƛƎƘƭȅ ǾŀƭǳŜŘΣ ƛƴǘŀŎǘ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ 
landscapes and private lands from fragmentation,

Åoffer private landholders options for economic 
diversity and stability,

Åmitigate climate change impacts, and

Åmaintain and protect wildlife populations and 
corridors, viewsheds, vegetative communities, 
dark skies, air quality, and natural quiet, and

C.Support projects that provide clear benefits to the 
County.



Zoning Ordinance to Address 
Project Impacts

Audible noise (from wind turbines)

Archaeological, cultural, and historic

Emissions and air quality (for biomass)

Lighting (aviation warning lights)

Shadow flicker (from wind turbines)

Vegetation and weeds

Visual (to visual resources, underground lines)

Water

Wildlife



Changes to the Zoning 
Ordinance

Chapter 3: Special Uses & Conditions

Utility-Scale Renewable Energy Systems.  A 
public hearing with the Planning and 
Zoning Commission.

Chapter 5: Waivers

Audible noise, underground placement of 
collection lines, shadow flicker. 

Chapter 6: Definitions

Updating and adding new definitions



Resources, Advisory 
Groups, and Guidance

ÅComprehensive Plan

ÅAdvisory Groups

ÅCounty-approved projects

ÅResearched best practices

ADVISORY GROUP ςA SAMPLE

Arizona State Lands

Arizona Dept. of Environmental Quality

Coconino County Forest Restoration

Naval Observatory

National Renewable Energy Lab

Energy Permitting and Engineering; APS 

Environmental Community

Consultants

Large Landowners and Ranchers

Energy developers 

Residents

Planning Commissioners

Board of Supervisors




